
RESEARCH POSTER PRESENTATION DESIGN © 2012 

www.PosterPresentatio
ns.com 

QUICK DESIGN GUIDE 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 

This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 44”x44” 

professional  poster. You can use it to create your 

research poster and save valuable time placing titles, 

subtitles, text, and graphics.  

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 

through the poster design process and answer your 

poster production questions.  

 

To view our template tutorials, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 

 

When you are ready to  print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com. 
 

Need Assistance?  Call  us at 1.866.649.3004 
  

Object Placeholders 

 
Using the placeholders 

To add text, click inside a placeholder on the poster and 

type or paste your text.  To move a placeholder, click it 

once (to select it).  Place your cursor on its frame, and 

your cursor will change to this symbol          .  Click once 

and drag it to a new location where you can resize it.  

 

Section Header placeholder 

Click and drag this preformatted section header 

placeholder to the poster area to add another section 

header. Use section headers to separate topics or 

concepts within your presentation.  

 

 

 

Text placeholder 

Move this preformatted text placeholder to the poster to 

add a new body of text. 

 

 

 

 

Picture placeholder 

Move this graphic placeholder onto your poster, size it 

first, and then click it to add a picture to the poster. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Student discounts are available on our 

Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click 

on the FB icon.  

QUICK TIPS 
(--THIS SECTION DOES NOT PRINT--) 

 

This PowerPoint template requires basic PowerPoint 

(version 2007 or newer) skills. Below is a list of 

commonly asked questions specific to this template.  

If you are using an older version of PowerPoint some 

template features may not work properly. 

 
  Template FAQs 

 

Verifying the quality of your graphics 

Go to the VIEW menu and click on ZOOM to set your 

preferred magnification. This template is at 100% the 

size of the final poster. All text and graphics will be 

printed at 100% their size. To see what your poster will 

look like when printed, set the zoom to 100% and 

evaluate the quality of all your graphics before you 

submit your poster for printing. 

 

 

Modifying the layout 

This template has four different  column layouts. 

Right-click your mouse on the background  and  

click on LAYOUT to see thelayout options.  The columns  

in the provided  layouts are fixed and cannot be moved  

but advanced users can modify any layout by going to 

VIEW and then SLIDE MASTER. 

 

 

Importing text and graphics from external sources 

TEXT: Paste or type your text into a pre-existing 

placeholder or drag in a new placeholder from the left 

side of the template. Move it anywhere as needed. 

 

PHOTOS: Drag in a picture placeholder, size it first, click 

in it and insert a photo from the menu. 

 

TABLES: You can copy and paste a table from an external 

document onto this poster template. To adjust the way 

the text fits within the cells of a table that has been 

pasted, right-click on the table, click FORMAT SHAPE  

then click on TEXT BOX and change the INTERNAL 

MARGIN values to 0.25. 

 

 

Modifying the color scheme 

To change the color scheme of this template go to the 

DESIGN menu and click on COLORS. You can choose from 

the provided color combinations or create your own. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

© 2013 
PosterPresentations.com 
    2117 Fourth Street , Unit 
C 
    Berkeley CA 94710 
    
posterpresenter@gmail.co
m 

Aesthetic tattoos are extremely common 

in the UK and around the world. Medical 

tattoos have been employed in a variety 

of subspecialties across burns and plastic 

surgery as well as dermatology. Common 

examples of medical tattooing include 

micropigmentation to camouflage the 

appearance of scalp scars by tattooing an 

illusion of hair and also micropigmentation 

of vermillion scars following cleft lip 

procedures (1,2). Medical tattooing 

involves similar techniques used by high-

street tattooists . 

 

The benefits of aesthetic tattoos for scar 

camouflage are often tangible but 

accessibility is hindered by clinicians’ lack 

of knowledge of the tattoo sector, 

absence of protocols and limited medical 

literature on safety and effectiveness. 

There is no formal resource from which 

clinicians can draw information to advise 

patients whom might benefit from this 

intervention or who to refer to. 

 

Aim:  To establish a preliminary resource 

for clinicians and patients including sign-

posting based on our literature review and 

experience with patients acquiring 

aesthetic tattoos for scar camouflage. 

Introduction 

Case 1: 39 year old female who sustained 

childhood scald burns to her chest, 

abdomen, right shoulder  and breasts and 

required skin grafting. In her adulthood she 

underwent multiple sessions of CO2 laser 

to improve scar quality which helped 

soften the scars. She remained unhappy by 

hypo- and hyper-pigmentation of scars. She 

decided to get cosmetic tattoos over the 

scars on her right flank and right thigh. (fig 

1 & 2) 
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AESTHETIC TATTOOS AS A TREATMENT ADJUNCT FOR 
SCARS FROM BURNS & TRAUMA: A LITERATURE 

REVIEW AND TREATMENT APPROACH 

Proposed approach  

Case 2: 31 year old man who sustained 

extensive childhood burns at the age of 

13 and underwent grafting as well as 

multiple scar revision procedures over 

several years. He decided to get 

aesthetic tattoos to camouflage the scars 

on his arms. He was very pleased with 

how well the tattoos concealed the burn 

scars and expressed that he felt more 

confident. He plans on getting more 

tattoos. This patient had  visited several  

tattooist before he could find one who 

agreed to tattoo over scars and skin 

grafts. 

Discussion 

Possible ways to make scar camouflage 

with tattoos more accessible: 

1. Come up with a list of tattoo artists 

offering such services. 

2. Develop brochures containing 

photographs and previous patient 

experiences with this approach. 

3. Find ways of empowering clinicians  to 

answer patients questions regarding 

safety and feasibility of tattooing over 

scars i.e. comprehensive literature 

search on safety of scar tattoos.  

4.  Encourage vigilance in our patients in 

relation to adverse outcomes following 

the intervention.   

Conclusions 

Figure 1 and 2: Aesthetic tattoos used to camouflage 

extensive burn scarring in female patient. 

We had 4 patients in total who employed 

this innovative technique of scar 

camouflage. All demonstrated aesthetic 

outcomes that were superior to medical 

intervention for scars. All patients 

reported high satisfaction with the scar 

camouflage achieved by their aesthetic 

tattoos.  

 

Our literature search found that aesthetic 

tattoos for scar camouflage were usually a 

patient-initiated approach.  All patients in 

the literature reported high satisfaction 

with tattoo camouflage and had positive 

experiences.  We did not find any reports 

on negative experiences or complications. 

 

The first step to making this adjunctive 

intervention more accessible would be to 

engage with tattooist to open up dialogue 

so as to bridge the gap between medical 

professionals and high street tattoo 

artists. In so doing they will be better able 

to advise patients when questioned about 

safety of tattooing over scars. 

Figure 3: showing aesthetic tattoos over  previous burn 

scars and skin grafts in forearm and hand  
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There is a lack of literature on safety or 

outcomes of aesthetic tattoos for scar 

camouflage and hence medical 

professionals are not easily able to advise 

patient regarding this. However this 

unconventional approach to camouflage 

scars can play a significant role in ending 

a cycle of diminishing returns from 

medical interventions including use of 

standard cosmetic camouflage. This 

adjunctive intervention may also 

positively impact on patient’s self-

esteem. Further consideration is needed 

to make this scar treatment adjunct more 

accessible to patients. More work is 

necessary including an understanding of 

what medical interventions might 

facilitate tattooing on scars. 

Considerations 

Figure 4: Flow diagram with  proposed approach to 

adjunctive tattooing over scars for scar camouflage. This 

approach ensures a cautiousness.  
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